There is a textbook for the course as well: N. Gregory Mankiw's Principles of Economics. The readings in this syllabus are based on the 7 th edition of the text, which is the second-most-recent but one. You can buy the 8 th edition if you like; however, it is substantially more expensive!
Assignments and Grading
This course will be graded based on the following assignments. See the Course Outline section of this syllabus (below) for detailed descriptions of the assessments. 
Recurring Assignments
Graded Quizzes All instructional course modules include a 60-minute quiz that you must take before the module closes at the end of the week. These quizzes are comprised of a multiple-choice section and a short essay, and they will account for 30% of your final grade (or 3% each). These are meant to give you an idea where you stand after each module -and what you really need to focus on before the bigger exams.
Short Paper
There is a brief paper assignment due at the end of Module 10 which asks you to select a news story about an eventany event -and then use the course material to forecast the economic consequences of that event. This provides an opportunity for you to apply what you've learned in order to draw independent economic conclusions about the real world.
Using the material from both micro-and macroeconomics, evaluate the likely consequences of the event you have selected. You must apply at least two of the analytical approaches we have developed (supply/demand analysis with welfare, loanable funds, AS-AD, etc). Additionally, you must say something about each of the following variables
Interest rates e. Exchange rates Your assignment should be roughly 500 words long and must include a link to the original news source(s) used in your analysis. This counts for 10% of your final grade and is due at the end of week 11 on Sunday at 11:59pm EST.
Notes on Grading
You will primarily be assessed on the plausibility of your analysis: have you appropriately used course material to forecast the consequences of your selected intervention? This leads to a couple pieces of advice: (1) avoid things that are so minor they won't have an effect, and (2) do not summarize an article that does what your assignment is meant to do (that is, don't summarize an article that talks about the macroeconomic consequences of a particular intervention). Do not choose an article that already discusses economic consequences and summarize it -that will not satisfy the assignment and not earn a passing grade. The idea is that you perform the economic analysis yourself! Final Exams After Module 5, you will have a week when your sole task is to take the exam covering the Microeconomics section of the course. After Module 10, you will have a week to take the exam covering concepts included in the Macroeconomics section of the course. These exams are each worth 30% of your grade and are comprised of two parts. The first is a 25-question short-answer test (similar to the module quizzes). The second is a 5-question essay test. Take note of the availability of the macroeconomics exam, which is slightly different!
• Microeconomics: Week 6 Monday at 6am EST -Sunday at 11:59pm EST • Macroeconomics: Week 12 Saturday at 6am EST -Thursday at 11:59pm EST Non-Assessed (but Recommended!) Activities In addition to the assessed quizzes, essay, and exams, there is an abundance of practice material for you to work with. Every module includes two sets of practice material:
• Practice Quizzes Each module includes quiz containing questions similar to the graded quizzes. This quiz does not count toward your course graded, and it can be retaken as many times as you wish.
• Problem Sets Most importantly, every module includes its own problem set and answer key. This is arguably the most important component of the course aside from the lectures themselves. It is strongly recommended to work through the problem set each week -first without the answers, then with the answer key. If you are confused about the material, that's when you should get in touch with myself or Zoe.
If you have done all of this practice material and are still not comfortable with the material, I'd caution you to focus more in thoroughly understanding the questions you have rather than looking for additional practice. There are additional questions in the textbook; however, I do not provide any additional practice questions beyond the large amount already included in the course!
Honor Code Statement
Enrollment at SAIS obligates each student to conduct all activities in accordance with the rules and spirit of the school's Honor Code located in The Red Book: SAIS Student and Academic Handbook. The Honor Code governs student conduct at SAIS. It covers all activities in which students present information as their own, including written papers, examinations, oral presentations and materials submitted to potential employers or other educational institutions. It requires that students be truthful and exercise integrity and honesty in their dealings with others, both inside SAIS and in the larger community.
While the Honor code goes well beyond plagiarism, it is important that each student understand what is and is not plagiarism. Plagiarism will definitely result in failure of the paper or exam and may result in failing the course depending on the judgment of the professor. Note: All papers submitted for this course will be automatically processed by an antiplagiarism system to ensure the integrity of work.
Technical Requirements
You must have reliable and easily accessible high-speed Internet service in order to complete course work successfully.
Contact
I try to follow a policy of "radical availability": given how geographically spread out everybody is, there are no formal office hours on the course. However, you all have my personal mobile phone number (first page) and I strongly encourage you to reach out via email or text to ask quick questions or schedule calls for more substantial feedback. Bear in mind that I live in the Netherlands, which is 6 hours ahead of US Eastern Time. There is also a TA for this course, who will establish her availability via email in the first week of the course. 
Learning Objectives
By the end of this module students will be able to:
• Graphically and mathematically express both indifference curves and budget lines • Find a consumer optimum on a graph and explain what it represents • Explain the meaning of the equal marginal principle and why it holds at the consumer optimum.
• Explain how changing incomes and prices affect consumer optima, including income and substitution effects.
• Critically evaluate the notion of the rational homo economicus. 
Readings and Lectures

